
Hello, 
 
As the Certification Chair for the "Georgia Association" of USATF, it is my job to oversee the 
process of training new officials to get them certified as USATF Track and Field officials. 

The process to become a certified Track and Field official is fairly simple. 
First you need to have a USATF membership – (please join prior to the clinic). 
Then you are required to attend an Officials Certification Clinic. 
In the clinic, we go over various aspects of the duties that officials are expected to perform.  
We review Performance Guidelines for officials and our Code of Ethics. 
We also review resource information that's on the National USATF website, and additional items 
specific to officials on the USATF Georgia Association website. 
 
There is a USATF ‘New Official’ application form, and a separate one for the USATF/GA 
Association, which I have attached. 

The process includes a 50 question, open-book, True/False Rule Review open-book quiz for 
Apprentice officials on the USATF track and field rules which can be taken on-line prior to 
attending the clinic.  
Here’s a link to the Rules Review page: https://bit.ly/2El4EV1 
Of the various Reviews listed, you want “Track and Field Apprentice Level”. 
The grade required to pass for new officials is 80%, it's not particularly difficult...and it's open-
book, so, 'easy'. 
Here’s a link to get a pdf copy of the 2016 Rulebook that the review is based on:  
http://www.usatf.org/usatf/files/08/08858a62-cbaa-4828-ae85-bd9384f33fcc.pdf 
Often, we administer the test at the clinic, however, to save time, we encourage you to take it 
beforehand and just turn in the answer sheet at the clinic. 

There is a fee of $50.00 to attend the clinic (check or cash), which includes providing you with a 
copy of the 2019 USATF Rule Book, a Georgia Association Officials' polo shirt (part of the 
required officiating uniform), and other items. 
The fee also includes the cost of liability insurance coverage for you through USATF when you 
are working at a USATF sanctioned event.  

Here is a general information page on certification from the USATF website:  
http://www.usatf.org/Resources-for---/-groups-officials-/Certification.aspx 

To qualify to become an official you will also need to complete an on-line training module 
required by the U.S. Olympic Committee called 'SafeSport' - which is free, and pass 
a Background screening (specific to USATF with NCSI) which costs $16.00 and is valid for 
two years. Here is a link to get to SafeSport and the background screening on the USATF 
website (both on the same page) - https://bit.ly/2rClU0I  

Thank you for your interest in becoming a certified Track and Field official, and please let me 
know if you have any additional questions. 

 
Phillip Ozell (phillip.ozell@gmail.com) 
Certification Chair/Officials Committee 

USATF/Georgia Association  
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